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to be granted him, he replied in a fervour of gratitude, ' The English language does not afford me terms adequate to my feelings on this occasion. I must have recourse to the French, I am //«#r/with his Majesty's goodness.' When I repeated this to Dr. Johnson, he did not contradict it1.
His definitions of pension and pensioner, partly founded on the satirical verses of Pope2, which he quotes, may be generally true; and yet every body must allow, that there may be, and have been, instances of pensions given and received upon liberal and honourable terms. -Thus, then, it is clear, that there was nothing inconsistent or humiliating in Johnson's accepting of a pension so unconditionally and so honourably offered to him.
But I shall not detain my readers longer by any words of my own, on a subject on which I am happily enabled, by the favour of the Earl of Bute, to present them with what Johnson himself
1 Murphy's account is nearly as follows (Life, p. 92);—'Lord Lough-borough was well  acquainted with Johnson ; but having heard much of his  independent  spirit, and  of the downfall of Osborne the bookseller (ante, p. 154), he did not know but his benevolence might be rewarded with a folio on his head.    He desired me to undertake the  task.    I went to the chambers in the Inner Temple Lane, which, in fact, were the abode of wretchedness. By slow and studied approaches the   message  was   disclosed.   Johnson made a long pause ; he asked if it was seriously intended. He fell into a profound meditation, and his own definition of a pensioner occurred to him. He desired to meet next day, and dine  at   the Mitre Tavern.    At that meeting he gave up all his scruples.   On the following: day Lord Loughbor'ough conducted him to the Earl of Bute.    The conversation   that   passed  was  in  the evening related to me by Dr. Johnson.    He expressed his sense of his Majesty's hounty, and thought himself- the more highly honoured,  as the favour-was-wot bestowed on him
for having dipped his pen in faction. "No, Sir," said Lord Bute, "it is not offered to you for having dipped your pen in faction, nor with a design, that you ever should."' The reviewer of Hawkins's./0/w.KW in the Monthly Review, Ixxvi. 375, who was, no doubt, Murphy, adds a little circumstance:— ' On the next day Mr. Murphy was in the Temple Lane soon after nine ; he got Johnson ttp and dressed z'u due time; and saw him set off at eleven.' Malone's note on what Lord Bute said to Johnson is as follows :—' This was said by Lord Bute, as Dr. Burney was informed by Johnson himself, in answer to a question which he put, previously to his acceptance of the intended bounty : " Pray, my Lord, what am I expected to do for this pension ?"'
2 'In 'Britain's senate he a seat
obtains
And one   more  pensioner  St. Stephen gains.'
Moral Essays, iii. 392. Johnson left the definition of pension and pensioner   unchanged   in    the fourth edition of the Dictionary, cor-r-eotedby-himin I773« - •   -   ••   •    •
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